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The Lebanese journalist and poet Joumana Haddad has
written a provocative and highly subjective book about
herself, her image of women, and the political problems
of the Arab world as a whole. Plenty of subjects for a
120-page book, which is nevertheless well worth
reading, writes our reviewer Stefan Weidner
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Taking an assertive stand: Joumana
Haddad aligns herself neither with
Western cultural chauvinists nor with
Islamist ideologues

bodies and sexuality.

A pretty daring admission:
reading and masturbation were
her favourite childhood
hobbies, writes Joumana
Haddad. She had read all of
Balzac by the age of twelve
and then moved on to de
Sade: "De Sade gripped me by
the shoulders and spoke:
'Imagination is your kingdom.
Anything is possible.'" De Sade
was to prove right – nothing
seems to be impossible for
Joumana Haddad any more:
neither writing an Arabic poem
containing the word "penis",
nor editing a glossy magazine
in Beirut by the name of
"body" – not porn, but a joyful
countering of all the Middle
Eastern taboos concerned with

Recently published in English and German, the forty-year-old
Lebanese writer's "confessions" are more of a J'accuse than a
Confessio. The book is a brief, wild trip of a read, turning our
image of the Arab world on its head.
Killing Scheherazade
Joumana Haddad explains her
courage as a journalist through
her own biography. Yet the
book is more than a
description of Haddad's selfliberation and more than a
refutation of Western clichés of
the oppressed Arab woman. It
is above all a call to arms
against the dominant
structures in the Arab world,
mercilessly exposing their
hostile stance to women and
the body.

http://www.qantara.de/webcom/show_article.php/_c-310/_nr-800/i.html
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"Arab in America"
chronicles the journey
of an American-born
character named
"Osama Ahmed AbouBakr" who changes his
name to the more
appealing "Samuel
Adam Baker" in order to
find a job in America's
post-9/11 atmosphere.
More...
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Edge of Arabia
promotes contemporary
artists from Saudi
Arabia. Click here for
more...
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Written with equal measures of
lifeblood and anger, the essay
is almost torn in two, however,
by the dialectic between
individual liberation and
societal oppression. On one
hand, Haddad paints a portrait
in the autobiographical
sections of a liberated woman
who knows no taboos, while on
the other hand bemoaning the
fact that these taboos cannot
be overcome.
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Salman Rushdie

On one hand Haddad is
justifiably outraged at Western
clichés, while on the other
hand having to admit that
many of these clichés hold
true, and all women in the
Arab world suffer from them,
Confessions of an angry Arab woman:
Joumana Haddad's "I Killed
especially the writer herself.
Sheherazadeh"
On one hand she rightly
demands enlightenment for her
own society, while on the other hand rejecting the disdainful
view from the West that dismisses the Arabs as hopelessly
unenlightened.

In this authors@google
lecture, Salman
Rushdie talks about
his latest novel, "The
Enchantress of
Florence", which
brings together the
Italian cradle of the
Renaissance with the
enlightened Mughal
Empire of Akbar the
Great. More...
Banipal Magazine

Faith in the freedom of the individual
Joumana Haddad takes an assertive and intrepid stand in her
book, aligning herself neither with Western critics of Islam nor
with Arab-Islamic apologists. It is confusing at times, yet all in
all a refreshingly impartial take on the subject, particularly as
Haddad makes no secret of her own confidence and mission.

A joyful countering of all the Middle
Eastern taboos concerned with bodies
and sexuality: Cover of Joumana
Haddad's magazine Jasad

Her pride in being an
attractive, financially
independent, free, highly
educated, well-travelled and
fashion-conscious woman who
enjoys life, this pride is present
in every line, granting the book
a yes-we-can optimism that
never pales, even in the face of
descriptions of a painful
childhood during the Lebanese
civil war and the disheartening
state of the Arab world as a
whole. It is an optimism that
thrives on an unshakable faith
in the freedom of the individual
to choose her own destiny.

The current issue of
Banipal features over
150 pages of poetry
and fiction by Tunisian
authors, plus an
introduction to the
country’s literary
pioneers with profiles.
Click here for more...
The Art of Islam

That is the strength, but also
the limitation of this essay. As
much as Haddad voices
criticism of the political circumstances in the Arab world, her
perspective of the problems remains apolitical. Her assumption
that the liberation of Arab women can take place independently
of social and political, and above all economic conditions, is
naïve.
What the book lacks is what it deliberately makes no attempt

http://www.qantara.de/webcom/show_article.php/_c-310/_nr-800/i.html
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